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Marje Lester has been involved with basketball for most of her life. A dedicated official, she has 
earned the respect and admiration of the entire basketball community. A retired teacher, Marje 
refereed her first basketball game in 1971 with Bill Redden. It was a high school boys game played at 
Bishops. She was paid $2.00 for that game minus a 0.15 charge to cover the cost of the cheque. 
 
While attending MUN, she refereed school games, most of which were done voluntarily. Marje also 
officiated at invitational school tournaments, again volunteering her services as many of the 
organizers were friends of hers from her Memorial University Phys. Ed days. 
 
Coaching for a number of years, Marje became a full time member of SJABO in 1989. Since that time 
she has officiated thousands of games from minor to high school and both the senior mens and ladies 
leagues. She has also officiated numerous NLBA provincial tournaments and SSNL 4A, 3A and 2A 
championships. 
 
Marje has won “Top Referee”, Awards in two provincial tournaments, “Ladies Division 1 in Placentia 
and Division 3 Men's in St. John’s. 
 
She has served on both the SJABO and NABO executives, bringing her experience and expertise to 
improving Officiating both locally and provincially. 
 
Marje was also the official scorekeeper for the Memorial University Seahawks for over 20 years and 
the scorer for the St. John’s Edge in their inaugural season. 
 
On a “Special “ note, Marje is one of, if not the oldest active female referees in Canada. At 67 years of 
age, and turning 68 this December, she has no plans of retiring. She says she has been very lucky to 
be blessed with good health. 
 
Other Basketball facts 
 
A).  Member of Bishops Baronettes basketball team of 68-69 who won both city and provincial titles 
with an “UNDEFEATED”, season. Our coach was Al Haynes. 
B). Coached Trapper John’s and Sunlife Ladies to both city and Provincial championships 
 
OTHER SPORTS 
 



Officiated in three sports in NATIONAL Competitions, as well as at the Provincial and Local levels, 
these being Softball, Table Tennis, Track and Field.  
She competed at two Canada Games in 1971 and 1975. 
Also has competed in Provincial tournaments in FIVE different sports!  
Volunteered as an umpire at Constable William Moss Memorial Tournament for FIFTEEN years. 
 
ADVICE FOR NEWER OFFICIALS 
As a referee, make your ‘work’, your play! 
Remember that the game is for the players, but enjoy the moments. We never know what life will 
throw at us! 
 


